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Introduction.
    Good morning, boys, girls and dear teachers!                                                            I am Krasnova Galina. I am from Yandobinskaya secondary school. I am in the 10th form. 
     Nowadays it is fashionable to speak about young people because, more and more social problems are associated with being young. But is it easy to be young? On the one hand it seems that it is easy to answer this question but on the other hand it is impossible to give a right answer. Grown-ups think it is very good and easy to be young: you have any global problems, you are young, full of energy, and you haven’t problems with your health. Is it so?  

    Let me invite you to discuss and answer this question. It is the aim of my work. For studying this problem I have done a questionnaire among the teens and teachers of my school, my parents. I have studying useful literature.
1. What is youth?

   What is youth?
   Now, as well as earlier-hundred years ago and thousand years ago- youth is considered as the nicest time of the life. It is the most beautiful, wonderful period of life; it is full of romantic, inspiration, search, finds.  It is time when we get experience, when everything happens for the first time: the first love, the first kiss, the first disappointment, the first victory. Youth is the time when a person decides what to be and what to do in his life and it’s very important to make the right decision, to choose the right profession, and to devote your life to the right thing. Youth is the time when you gain your place in the society. It is a very important part of our life.
   But at the same time youth is the most difficult period in the life, because it is not easy to be young, to be a teenager. Young people are very susceptible. They don’t have much experience in life. They are ready to try something new. Young people like new ideas. Sometimes it can be dangerous for their health and mind. There are a lot of things that can spoil our life for ever. They are drugs, religious sects and criminal organizations. Besides, there are a lot of problems such as misunderstanding with parents, personal problems, school problems, violence and aggressiveness, cruelty, drinking problems, poverty and discrimination. I find these problems serious, important and interesting to discuss.

2. Problems of young people.

         a) A generation gap.
     At first I would like to draw your attention to some more important problems.      

     To my mind the first problem, that trouble teens is a generation gap. It is a misunderstanding and difference in views, feelings and interests between younger and older people. It is an eternal problem. They criticize young people; they don’t like their hair- and clothes style.  Elderly people usually compare their childhood and youth with the present. They always talk about “the good old days”.

    May be they are right, because every generation is unique, it chooses its music, clothes, hair style according to the time. Every new generation grows up quicker, enjoys more freedom.
 For example, the generation of 80s wore jeans, listened to rock music and danced break. And our generation has more opportunities to choose what to wear, what to listen to, because we have more sources of information nowadays for. ex.: mass media, Internet, cable and satellite TV.  

   Old generation doesn’t want to accept teen’s point of view and they act sometimes like dictators, choosing clothes, books, even friends for their children. They would like their child to make friends with honest boys or girls, because teens with bad habits can spoil the child’s character and future.

   On the contrary, teenagers think that their times are the best. Young people want to be independent from their parents, they want to express themselves, to be in fashion, listen to the music which they like. Teenagers try to be accepted by their friends but not by parents. They follow their special teenager’s style in clothes, speech, and behavior. Teens pay much attention to their appearance. Zits, bad hair, gaining weight- all these things are very serious problems for teenager. Young people are usually self-confident and self-satisfied. They don’t like to take into account the advice and experience of other people.
   Teens want to show that they are enough grown-up to make serious decisions. 

  I think that adults also had problems with old generation of their time when they were young. Simply, they don’t like to speak about it.

         b) Bad habits

   Teenagers today have a lot more to worry about, than their parents ever did. The world is becoming a very scary place. Violence, teen pregnancy, early alcoholism and drug-addiction are relatively new problems, but they are becoming more and more dangerous. Million of young people today are using drugs. Usually they want just to try it. Then they can not stop. The worst is that they cause different kind of diseases such as cough, pneumonia, cancer, and heart diseases. They double the chance of dying. Besides, many young people are involved in prostitution. And it is another great problem.
  But why do they have these bad habits? According to teen’s opinions these problems  combine with changing family conditions, unemployment of their parents, shortage of money, scandals between parents and they make   teens turn to drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, teen pregnancies and to leave their houses.
         c) Social problems

   I think many problems of young generation depend on the general situation in the country. To my mind our government must pay much attention to the problems of young people and give them more opportunities for happy and interesting life, for getting a good education, a good job. But what is a situation today?                                                        

    It is very difficult to enter the universities because the training is not free.                         

   The housing problem is still unsolved. Usually young people have no chance to buy or to rent an apartment on their own because of soaring real estate prices.            

  The problem of unemployment also leads to material problems.
   Young people face difficulties with finding a good job after graduation. It is hard to find a well-paid job, you must have connections everywhere. That’s why many young people go to big cities to earn money.
    In comparison with Great Britain the teens here have a lot of chance to earn money. The most popular jobs are delivering newspapers, babysitting, washing cars. Some teenagers also do Saturday jobs. They can help out in hairdresser’s or they can work in shop. Most young people save about a third of their money and spend the rest.

   From my point of view the next important problem, especially in the village, is our leisure activity. Some young people don’t know how and where they can spend their spare time. Sometimes they work with computer but it’s not useful for eyes, reading books –it’s boring, visiting sport clubs-it’s a good idea but some of them don’t like sport, listening music every day - it’s impossible.
    It seems to me that our government must pay more attention to young people, it must provide teens with past-time jobs, especially during holidays, open different clubs according to the interests.
   Besides, adults are quite indifferent to teen’s problems and let them do anything they want. Many teenagers get upset or depressed when they can’t solve their problems. As a result, it makes them believe that there is only one way out - to stop living and commit suicide.
 3. Are all the young bad?

   As you know, young people are often considered by older generation bad and violent because more violence, more vandalism exists than it did 10 years ago. The existence of sub-cultures, informal groups such as Hippies, Rockers, Bikers, Skinheads, Punks, Goths, appeared as a kind of protest against older generation, against society.  Teens are influenced by these informal groups and organizations which try to seize the minds of young people. It is very important to find the right way in the life and not to become a victim of such organizations.

   But nevertheless, most of the young people are good. They are members of different kind of formal organizations such as, volunteers, environmentalists and sport clubs. Young people struggle for peace in the world. They arrange and take part in various international festivals and meetings. They organize different movements, help people around them, nature. A lot of teens think about changing the world for the best and that’s why I think that not all teens are bad.
    4. Is it easy to be young?
If we compare a man with a tree, youth will be the time of blossoming, the most wonderful and unforgettable part of our life. At this period people are the most attractive. When you are young, everything seems to be easy to fulfill. You have many plans, and think that everything is possible. You believe in wonders.          

   But is it easy to be young?

    I have given this question to teens of my school.  Most of them answered that it’s easy to be young.                                                                            You are not responsible for anything.                                                                    You don’t have people, depending on you.                                                                       You have freedom of choice.                                                                            You are full of energy, health and desire to achieve the best results in different spheres.                                                                                                  You are not concerned about money matters, because our parents give it to us. They treat us as a child and take care of us.                                                                              We are not responsible for our own family; parents give us money and shelter. They are concerned about our future.                                                        You can spend much time with your friends. Youth is time when people study at schools, colleges and high schools. These establishments usually combine education with entertainment. There are a lot of contests, competitions, concerts, and festivals, organized for students. It’s always fun to take part in such events.   
   And only 20 teens from 80 said that it is not easy to be young because they have problems with their appearance, parents, choosing their future profession. 

   So, youth is a wonderful time of expectation, hope and love.

   But on the other hand it’s difficult to be young. In our country there are not so many social programs, oriented on young people. Unfortunately we don’t have many opportunities for developing our skills. Nowadays everything is very expensive. Some young people start earning money, being pupils; others depend on their parents for a long time.  

  Some teachers of my school think that it is not easy to be young because young people have little life experience, some of them don’t think much about their future life. They want to live now. 
  Besides, we live in the 21 century, the century of a high technology and a modern young man must have a good education, good knowledge, must be energetic, active, well-educated and well-informed.  It is very important to find the right way in the life and not to become a victim of informal organizations.

   Our teachers think that the mass media, Internet have a big influence on the teenagers. There is any prohibition on the advertisements of porno photos, pictures in mass media and in films.  Violence on TV and in movies make young people more violent today.  The temptation is very big.
That’s way we face pedophilia, violence, prostitution, teen’s pregnancy and abortions.
   As for me I think every age has its advantages and disadvantages. But youth is the most wonderful time in the life of every person. 
Many people think that being a teenager is great and exciting. It’s true. But I think it’s not as easy as it seems for the first time. Nowadays we have a lot of problems to worry about.
It was awful to learn that according to a report, every day about 10 children die from guns or commit suicide in the USA. As for Russia, the situation is growing worse and worse, too. Here is a rating of the most common causes of teenage suicide in our country: 1) rape; 2) getting into debt and being unable to repay it; 3) drugs; 4) school problems; 5) loneliness; 6) unrequited love. I was shocked to read a newspaper article about a 17-year old guy who committed suicide because his parents didn’t let him marry the girl he loved.                                                                                                       Teenagers are not safe today. Not only the world, but their own homes become scary places for them. It’s awful when parents are alcohol abusers and treat their children badly. Then kids become outcasts. They also miss classes and don’t do their homework. As a result, they leave school and home. Soon they may become drug users and criminals.                                   In my opinion, it’s difficult to be a teenager. All children should feel that they are cared for. It’s necessary that school teachers and the government help us to cope with the problems.
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